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Combined Service at 10AM | Sanctuary
Potluck at 11AM | Wesley Hall

You're invited! We're excited to gather for
a one-service Sunday and potluck on July
5! The service will be at 10AM in the
Sanctuary followed by the potluck lunch
at MTAM in Wesley Hall. Bring your family,
friends, and a dish to share!
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Snowball Mountain Vacation Bible School
was a huge success! LUMC brought over
200 children closer to God through
fellowship, games, and lessons about
where to find strength in God. We are so
grateful for all the ways our congregation
supported the LUMC community during
VBS including making time and
donations to make VBS possible. The joy
of VBS is not over yet, though. LUMC is
incorporating the theme, “Find Your
Strength in God,” into a short sermon
series for the month of July. We hope you
and your whole family will join us for
worship to bring new light to the lessons
our children learned at VBS.
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LUMC
Lay Leadership
and Nominations
Commuittee

In our United Methodist structure, the LUMC Lay
Leadership and Nominations Committee
recommends leadership for our congregation.
This year, as we prayerfully consider leaders for
our administrative and ministry teams, we are
asking for your help in selecting the leadership
of our church. Since we are a church, we are
intentionally seeking your help in identifying
spiritual leaders, those who are mature in their
Christian faith and show the "fruits of the Spirit"
-- love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
(Galatians 5:22-23). They fulfill their membership
vows. They are people who regularly spend time
with God in prayer, Bible study, and service. They
attend worship regularly and give faithfully to
the church. As you read this letter, | pray that
you have thought of someone who fits this
description or you meet this description. Please
share that name with me, so our committee can
prayerfully discern the best leaders of our
church for the coming year. You may click here
to name a spiritual leader online, or fill out a
paper form found outside the worship areas and
at the front office or email me.

Thank you for helping us discern God's leaders
for the future of Lakewood UMC so we can
continue to be a church expanding the light of
Christ!

In Christ,

Pastor Kathleen


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaw5byrSUuPlhyhtih_zAW1e57_tHlczIakt5eRVcKbl78RQ/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaw5byrSUuPlhyhtih_zAW1e57_tHlczIakt5eRVcKbl78RQ/viewform?usp=header
mailto:kmcmurray@expandingthelight.org
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NIGHT AT THE TRAVS

We had lots of fun at our annual
“Night at the Travs” in June and are so
grateful for fellowship and
community building beyond the
church walls.

THANK YOU FROM
PASTOR KEN

Sisters and Brothers,

| cannot fully express my gratitude for
your thoughtfulness expressed
through the retirement reception you
shared with me. When | say "you", |
am including those that attended in
person as well as those of you that
share your thoughts through other
means of communication. Once
again you have shown God's work
through participating in the
community we know as Lakewood
United Methodist Church.

As we all continue moving forward in
God's unfolding plan, | pray God's
richest blessings for each of you. |
look forward to our continuing
response to God's call for us to be
God's presence in our community.

Thank you,

Pastor Ken

'ANNUAL CONFERENCE

What a wonderful week our clergy and laity had at
Arkansas' Annual Conference. Lakewood UMC has a
history of being fully involved in the life of our
connection, and this year was no exception! Pastor
Ken finished his time as the Chair of the Conference
Finance and Administration Committee, and Pastor
Kathleen finished her time leading all of the worship
services at Annual Conference. Pastor Sara was on
this team this year, and she will be co-chair of the
Worship Team next year. In worship, we witnessed
the retirement celebration of Pastor Ken and the
ordination of Pastor Alyssa, who grew up and served
as a pastor at Lakewood UMC. Additionally, our
beautiful baptismal font and Communion chalice
were shared with the Annual Conference as part of
worship. The conference had a spirit of incredible
celebration as we heard from amazing ministries
going on in United Methodist congregations around
the state of Arkansas and United Methodist
ministries around the world. Literacy programs,
feeding ministries, disaster relief, and theological
education that bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to life
in our world are all incredible ministries of our

connection. Thank YOU for being a part of Lakewood
United Methodist Church, as we are also a part of the
bigger work of Christ through the people called
United Methodists.

4 OMP!

LUMC's youth attended Ozark Mission Project in
Arkadelphia in June. They had an incredible time
serving our neighbors in Arkansas as the hands and
feet of Christ and are excited to welcome youth to
LUMC for OMP in July!
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J U LY CALE N DAR (1] Stay.in the loop with lumc events
by texting "letstext" to 501-322-6602

July 1, 6:30pm - Sisters in Stitches (W2)

July 4, 8am - Men's Breakfast (Gibson Hall)

July 5, 10am - One-Service Sunday (Sanctuary), Tlam - Potluck

July 12-17, Ozark Mission Project at Lakewood UMC

July 16, 12pm - LAFF Together (Timbercreek Community Center)

July 19, 5pm - Third Sunday Theology (Rosalinda’s Restaurant)

July 20-24, Youth at Assembly

July 26, 2pm - SEEK Team and SERVE Team Meetings

July 26, 4:30pm - Administrative Board Meeting

UPCOMING EVENTS

i v

Y

“*v */ T

/
s“a,

LRl Nl Third Sunday Theolozy
|LﬂFF TOGETHEBl

Join for lunch and games after! \_\_

Thursday, July 16th

12PM | Tlmbercreek Communliy -

5 Center at 5201 Fcurw“y Ave. _ | Sunday, JUIY 19 | 5-6,30PM>
T *\;\ ‘rr\”"']\ T \ w'\n i.. # at Rosalinda’s Restaurant, 900 W 35" St.
p

|

u’)‘\...a Jl'l w{\f \1

Go{

CONGRATULATIONS
ON RETIREMENT! Li?(\EENnggGHC

Pustor Ken Pearson & Mare 111088
_— R

P ¥ B =T

i [] ' | R
OZARK MISSION PROJECT

1 JULY 12-17

[.akew ood

United Methodist Churc |1

e H\Iﬂ
Y SUNDAY, AUGUST 23

4




The Steeple Monthly Newsletter July 2026

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHT:
ROSEMARY WATSON

Rosemary Watson has always had a heart for helping children to know
Jesus and His love. While she has always had a servant heart, she began
volunteering with the children’'s Sunday school 30 years ago. As her
grandkids entered LUMC's children’'s ministry, she felt a nudge to be
involved too when she saw in “The Steeple” that they needed extra hands.
This quiet nudge from God led her to 30 years of volunteering with
LUMC's children’s ministry and now includes supporting the Gardner
Food Pantry, cooking for Canvas Community meals, helping with the
Family Promise ministry before the pandemic, and Jasmine's Closet.
Rosemary's heart for children is among the many reasons she supports
Jasmine’s Closet Rosemary reminds us all to listen and lean into the ways God nudges us: “If you
get an inkling of a nudge, go do it. God wants you somewhere.” If you have a nudge to get more
involved in any of LUMC's ministries, Rosemary invites you to the Connect Fair on Sunday, August
23rd to learn about all of LUMC's ministries and how you can get plugged in.

SUPPORT JASMINE’'S CLOSET

Learn about how you can support Jasmine's Closet at www.expandingthelight.org/missions.

VISIT US ONLINE 2

exponding’rheligh’r.org ".V'. P | . .
» elakewoodumc o ’

f ecexpandingthelight Y““ cn“ GI"E
@ eexpandingthelight THIS SUMMER

CONTACT US

o 220 GIVE ONLINE AT il

North Little Rock, AR 72116

(501) 753-6186 WWW. EHPHNI]INGTHEI.IGHT ORG/GIVE:

helloeexpandingthelight.org P

— SUNDAY WORSHIP
N WAYS TO GIVE — B CHEDULS
D Classic Worship
¢ 9am Sanctuary

Contempora orshi
Text “lakewood” CASHAPP ;qm’\’/vesgwau /

to 73256 expandingthelight.org/onlinegiving SLakewoodUMC Modern Worship

Tlam Sanctuary

YOU CAN EXPECT THE STEEPLE EVERY MONTH VIA EMAIL AND AVAILABLE
IN-PERSON. SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER IN YOUR
EMAIL EACH MONTH AT WWW.EXPANDINGTHELIGHT.ORG/CONNECT.



https://www.expandingthelight.org/give.html
https://www.expandingthelight.org/missions.html
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